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CLASS OF 1941

CELEBRATING 80 YEARS



Graduation May 22, 1941



There were 32 graduates in the class of 1941. 

Some information was obtained in an interview with Marion Townsend. 

She recalled receiving a $6 allowance each month. There was no pediatric nursing in the city. 

St Joseph’s hospital was affiliated with “Children’s Hospital” in Detroit and student nurses did their 3 month pediatric affiliation there. 

Students paid a registration fee of $35 upon entry to the school which paid for books etc.

Students obtained their bibs and caps if they were successful after their probationary period. 

They were also allowed to purchase their caps, which cost $10. 

Student blue uniform had long sleeves. Caps and cuffs had to be starched in the Chinese laundry on a regular basis. 

Protestant students did not have to attend mass with the Catholics, but they had to kneal for morning prayers.  

Students were on duty on the nursing units from 7am to 7pm with a 2 hour break during the day. 

Classes were held after 7 pm. 

Curfew for residence was 10 pm and there were 2 late passes a month.

3 students shared a room in Undermount Nurses Residence. 

For entertainment, students went to a movie theatre paying 5 cents each to see the movie. 

Graduation was held in Undermount classroom. 

She paid $5 for her nurses registration. 

Marion Townsend ‘41

January 7, 1938

Letter from Sister Mary Grace, 

Director St. Joseph’s School of Nursing

Marion Townsend to register at the Training School Office 

Monday February 7th between 1 and 3 pm

Each student must bring a full size trunk Class of 1941 working nights

Marion Townsend ‘41

Margaret Eano ‘41

Anne Sponder ‘41
Marion Townsend        Clarice

Anne Sponder Margaret Eano



August 28, 1937

Letter from Sister Monica   Director, St Joseph’s School of Nursing

Marion Townsend  application to enter School of Nursing on probation has been accepted for the February Class

Complete the form for uniforms.with accurate measurements

Include certificate from physician with immunizations

Bring a supply of underclothing and personal articles

Bring 4 uniforms, 8 aprons, bath robe and slippers 2 pair of comfortable white shoes, a set of plain cutlery

All articles of clothing are to be marked with full name in woven name tape

Bring 3 dozen extra name tapes.

Uniform cape must be purchased on acceptance into the school at end of probation term. Price is $10

There are no tuition fees.

Each student deposits $35 on registration to cover the cost of text books, collars, cuffs, gowns instruments etc.

Please forward a letter of recommendation from your clergyman.  

Class of 1941Helen                Frances          Gerarda
Grightmire ‘45    O’Brien ‘41   Clark  ‘44

Working in the O.R.

Frances             Dr.              Irma

O’Brien ‘41    G.S.Tull Keller ‘41 

Working in the O. R.

Frances O’Brien’41        Helen King’42

Loreen Leatherdale’43

1942     Staff in Casa Maria

Alice Lindsay’41      Betty Brown’44



Class of 1941

Class of 1941

Back row:            

Frances         Helen           Dixie (Watts)     Winnie

O’Brien’41     Kubilis’46    Fletcher ‘47       Walker’47

Front row:               

Barbara       Donna (Devine)      Winnie Ayres

O’Brien’47     Gravis’46                 Rankin’46

1949 -----O. R. staff in the John St building

Class of 1941

Front:  

Ruth deMontmorency’45   Marion Ionson’45   Frances O’Brien’41   Katherine Dasher’45

Back:   

Helen King Marcellus;42   Loreen Leatherdale ’43   Catherine Boyle’44

Catherine  Brown ‘43,   Irma Keller ‘41

Lorraine Stewart ‘45,  Betty Martin’43

Working in the O.R.



Graduation ceremonies held in Undermount Nurses Residence
Dr Downes staff chairman presided.  

Right Rev. Monseigneur Cassidy officiated at the presentation of diplomas and graduation pins. 
There were 33 graduates in the class of 1941.  

World War 11 was raging in Europe, so much to the dismay of the graduates,  
instead of the glorious Pomp and Circumstance March,  the music for their procession was

“There will always be an England” . 

They met in the garden for the reception.

October Class 1941

Leona Johnson 



Marguerite Swale’41Leona          Dr John    Frances

Johnson ’41    Tilden     O’Brien ‘41



PRIZE WINNERS  1941

TOP ROW           left to right       

Shirley Beck examination and nursing in diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat

Kathleen Sheppard clinical pathology

Michelina Pullano nursing and examination in preventive medicine

Marian Townsend surgical nursing and examination

Anne Sponder medical nursing and examination

MIDDLE ROW left to right 

Helen Barry obstetrical nursing and examination

Ariel Bird general proficiency

Jennie Lostracco efficiency in bedside nursing

BOTTOM ROW    left to right

Leona Johnson gynecological nursing and examination

Alice Lindsay professional ethics

Photo not available:         Margaret Pace public health nursing 

Marion Townsend ’41     Ethel Gilmour ‘41



February Class 1941

Marion Townsend 1941

Jennie Lastracca’41



Reunion pictures        class of 1941

Pictures submitted by Marion Townsend ’41 and Leona Johnson ‘41

Left to right             REUNION   February Class of 1941

Rop Row:              Mary       Shirley     Marion          Ethel        

Minnes Beck      Townsend      Gilmour

2nd Row:         Marjorie Lowe       Ariel Bird

Front Row:    Margaret Eano Mary Aussem

Left to right           REUNION        Class of 1941          Celebrating 25 years

Top Row:   Marion       Shirley   Doris       Mary     Marjorie   Ariel      Ethel 

Townsend     Beck      Maclin   Minnes Lowe        Bird   Gilmour

2nd Row:     Monika      Margaret     Mary      Michelina

Walsh          Eano Aussem Pullano

Front Row:

Celebrating 25 years



Doris Bunker’39    Irene Murray’19   Ethel Gilmour’41

Eileen Gardner’41 Doris Macklin’41

Mary Haley’42

Mary Haley’42   Margaret Peart ‘44

Myra MacDougal’41    Mary Lottridge’41



Mary Haley’42    Marg Enos’41

Doris Butler’41

Anne Sponder’41     Ethel Gilmour ‘41

Photo identified as Anne Sponder’41   “Mama Lee”   

Margaret Lottridge Marjorie Butler   Ethel Gilmour 

Back row:   Anne Sponder Marion Townsend  

Front row:   Margaret Eano

Mary Minnes



Class of 1941       Celebrating 50 years at the Officers Club Marion Townsend (top left 2nd row)

Anne Sponder Margaret Eano

Margaret

Eano



Reunion Day 1986

Sister Mary Austin Reding ‘43

Sister Camilla      Sister Cordula

Russell’26         McNamara’28

Back row: 

Marion Townsend

Mary             Ann           Margaret

Minnes Sponder Eano

Frances Stoneman ‘41 on her 100th birthday
Chrysanthemum Ball 1961  ---- Theme was “Cinderella”

Leona Johnson Hudecki ’41 and her husband Dr Stanley Hudecki orthopedic surgeon 



Leona Johnson Hudecki ’41 

with her daughter Barbara Hudecki Barlow ‘63

Leona Johnson Hudecki ’41 celebrating 70 years

Letter written by Leona Johnson’41 

to Karen Martin’69 Dinner coordinator

Leona Johnson Hudecki ’41 served on the executive of the 

Nurses Alumnae

1942 she was on “Dance Committee”

1942 she was the “Canadian Nurse Representative”  

1943 she was the “Treasurer”

1944 – 1945 she was the 8th President of the Alumnae

1947 she was the “Representative to the RNAO”

While she was the President 

she initiated the “roll call” at reunion dinners.

Leona Johnson Hudecki ‘41 

Sister Virginia Hanlon ‘45



REUNION DAY 2016


